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to unilaterally stop climate change.
That’s right, he’s going to part the
oceans and change the temperature to
his liking. How’s he going to do this?
Well, he’s declaring war on fossil
fuels—again.

This week it’s coal. Mr. Speaker, coal
counts for 37 percent of our Nation’s
electricity. How does the President
plan to make up for that 37 percent?
Well, the ruler doesn’t really say. I
guess that 37 percent will just have to
do without heat come winter. In his
radical climate change manifesto, to a
room packed full of his environmental
lobby, the President issued a edict to
the EPA to regulate coal out of exist-
ence.

Both Congress and the American peo-
ple have overwhelmingly rejected this
policy in the past. Never mind the will
of the people, never mind Congress has
said ‘“‘no” to these ideas. The President
is pandering to the environmental
groups, and he wants it his way. So
he’s just going to issue another one of
those—what I believe is unconstitu-
tional—executive orders.

Mr. Speaker, there are consequences
for such rash actions by the President.
The White House war on coal will raise
the cost of energy for American fami-
lies, cripple the economy, and destroy
hundreds of thousands of jobs of people
who work in the energy industry. The
war on coal is really a war on the
American people.

Mr. Speaker, maybe the President is
not aware that the coal plant over here
on South Capitol Street heats part of
the Capitol. Is this his way to silence
Congress? Who knows. But this is just
another day from the administration
whose energy policy is ‘‘nothing from
below.” Nothing from below the
ground, nothing from below the sea. No
oil, no coal, no gas, and no jobs. That’s
the result of this policy. That’s why
I've introduced the Ensuring Afford-
able Energy Act. My bill will put an
end to this back-door attempt by this
administration to go around Congress
and circumvent the will of the people.
This bill would prohibit any EPA funds
from being used to implement the reg-
ulation of greenhouse gases. This has
passed in the House, but it has yet to
become law.

Now let’s talk about natural gas.
Down the street from the White House
is another marble bureaucratic palace
they call the Department of Energy.
Sitting on their oak desks are dusty
folders holding applications to export
liquefied natural gas. In 2010, the oil
and gas industry contributed almost
$500 billion to our economy. And over
the last 7 years, the amount of recover-
able natural gas in our country has
skyrocketed. For the first time in our
Nation’s history, we have more natural
gas than we can use here in the United
States, even if we tried. America can
sell that gas on the global market for
billions of dollars, creating thousands
of jobs in the process; but we’re not
doing it, for one simple bureaucratic
red-tape reason—the Department of
Energy.
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In typical Washington-style fashion,
we’ve seen delay, delay, delay by the
Department of Energy to approve these
permits. Over the last 70 years, this bu-
reaucratic hurdle was hardly noticed as
the U.S. was an importer of natural
gas, but not so anymore. Technology
has changed all of this. There are some
18 export applications sitting over
there on those desks in those dusty
folders for the DOE to approve. The De-
partment’s response: no response. In
the last 3 years, the DOE has granted
only two applications. Meanwhile,
countries that want to buy American
natural gas are going to our worldwide
competitors, like China and Russia.
Isn’t that lovely.

Understand this, Mr. Speaker, there
is already an agency, FERC, the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission,
that is in the pipeline to approve appli-
cations such as this. So we have dupli-
cation with the DOE and FERC. So
what we have to do is remove the DOE
from the process, remove this duplica-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, we have enough oil,
natural gas, and coal in America to
make the Middle East turmoil, Middle
East politics, and Middle East energy
irrelevant if we would just use our own
God-given natural resources. Wash-
ington bureaucrats sit at their large
oak desks sipping on those lattes every
day, and they are regulating American
energy out of business. It’s time to
take the padlock off the marble palaces
of the EPA and the DOE and remove
the bureaucrats from the energy busi-
ness. Let’s use the resources the good
Lord has given us to take care of
America.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, the struggle for equality, for
justice, for freedom, for democracy is
an awesome force. No force, no histor-
ical circumstance has done more to
shape our Nation, but that struggle has
always been confronted by an endless
series of attempts to block, minimize,
sidetrack, undo, and weaken our de-
mocracy. Through all these struggles,
those most oppressed have repeatedly
taken the lead to reinforce our democ-
racy and solidify our Nation.

We fought a bloody, wrenching Civil
War to end a Nation that was suffo-
cating ‘‘half slave and half free.”” Three
million men fought in that war, and
620,000 died. Although African Ameri-
cans made up 1 percent of the popu-
lation of the North, they made up 10
percent of the Union Army.

In the aftermath, Congress sought to
enshrine in the Constitution, forever,
basic democratic rights: in the 14th
Amendment, the power to enforce the
Bill of Rights, due process, and equal
rights; and in the 15th Amendment,

June 27, 2013

voting rights regardless of race, color,
or previous condition of servitude. But
a violent, terrorist backlash led by the
Ku Klux Klan prevented the implemen-
tation of our Constitution for a hun-
dred years until a new civil rights
struggle, based on nonviolence, but no
less powerful, forced our Nation, the
courts, and this Congress to recognize
those promised constitutional rights.

Among the forms of recognition were
the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 and 1965.
They transformed the political land-
scape of America.
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But the truth is that, beginning as
far back as the Nixon administration,
efforts sought to chip away at those
rights. Yesterday’s Supreme Court de-
cision undermining the enforcement of
voting rights is the latest attempt to
roll back history.

Shall we go forward or shall we go
backwards?

The rapidly changing demographics
of our Nation is calling new forces into
the struggle for civil and voting rights
every day, and our response to yester-
day’s Supreme Court decision presents
a challenge for every Member of this
Congress. And we have to ask our-
selves: Which side are you on?

For me, the path is clear. We need a
Federal right to vote enshrined in our
Constitution, one clearly, unambig-
uously, boldly, proudly asserting that
we will not tolerate any infringement
on our rights as citizens to express the
will of the people.

Those who seek to dilute voting
rights, to place barriers on every citi-
zen’s right to participate in this gov-
ernment, will find themselves on the
wrong side of history and, in the end,
will be no more able to stop the move-
ment for equality, for justice, for free-
dom, for democracy than they’re able
to stop the sun from rising in the
morning or setting in the evening or to
stop people who’ve decided that they
love each other from expressing it.

———

OFFSHORE ENERGY AND JOBS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. RIGELL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, before I
begin my remarks, I want to just ex-
press my appreciation to our colleague,
Mr. FLEISCHMANN, and my respect for
him and the eloquent tribute that he
paid his father. Indeed, his father was a
member of the Greatest Generation,
and we thank him, his father, for his
service to our country.

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to
talk about my number one priority in
serving the Second District of Virginia
and this incredible country that we
have the privilege to live in, and that’s
jobs. That’s the number one focus for
our office.

I rise in strong support of House Res-
olution 2231, Offshore Energy and Jobs
Act, that will come before this House
either today or tomorrow. That bill in-
cludes language that I authored and in-
troduced, and it creates a clear path,
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